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Lesson for October 1 in this issue 
Lesson 1.—Saul in Tarsus. Acts 21 : 39; 
22:3, 27, 28; 26:4-7; Philippians 3 : 3-6. 


Notes on Open Letters: 
Are Pictures of Bible Characters For- 
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Doors 


By Opal Leonore Gibbs 


OORS are such wondrous things, — 
God used one once to shut away 
The faith-filled Noah from the storm ; 
How blessed thy spirit if it sings 
When He shall shut thee in some day! 


A Heaven-bright angel form 

Brushed by the doors that prisoned Peter 
fast, 

And with no pressing hand before 

They opened wide, — so shall thy gaol 

Let thee go forth in peace at last. ; 


Paul saw through his effectual door 

A panorama far beyond the pale 

Of vested service,— a wide stricken world, 
With grace unmeasured for its need. 


And once it was my door opposed 

The knocking Saviour’s hand impearled 
With blood and tears, ’till I gave heed — 
Oh, nevermore shall it be closed ! 


The Joy of Thirst 

To be without thirst may be a danger- 
ous, even a deadly position. To experience 
intolerable thirst may bring unspeakable 
blessing. We do not always realize the 
joy of thirsting, but one who knows has 
expressed it in the lines: 


Be occupied with Jesus, 
And you will surely know 
How deep the joy of thirsting 
Where living waters flow. 


People who have no sense of spiritual need 
do not know the meaning of that hunger 


and thirst upon which the Lord pronounced 
his own blessing: “Blessed are they which 


do hunger and thirst after righteousness: 
for they shall be filled.” The quenching 
of thirst by deep draughts of living water 
makes us thank God that he was so loving 
and merciful as to give us thirst, that he 
might give us that living water which none 
except the thirsty will take. Old Testa- 
ment and New bring out the same invita- 
tion and the same promised reward. “Ho, 
every one that thirsteth, come ye to the 
waters” (Isa. 55:1). “In the last day, 
that great day of the feast, Jesus stood 
and cried, saying, “If any man thirst, let 
him come unto me, and drink’ (John 7: 
37). If we lack the thirst that only the 
Water of Life can quench, then let us plead 
with God to give us this thirst. 


Pad 


Heathen Music in Missions 
Music has a large place among God’s 
blessings. It fills the Bible, from the time 
when as God was laying the foundations of 
the earth, “the morning stars sang to- 
gether,” until a great choir of God’s chil- 
dren, “having the harps of God,” praise 


Abiding Effects of 


IFTEEN years ago a young man 
F sven a short time in Toronto, and 

while there, learning of a Bible Con- 
ference in progress at the Toronto Bible 
College, he attended one of the evening ses- 
sions. As he arose to leave at the end of 
the meeting, he felt a hand on his shoulder, 
and turning around he saw a business ac- 
quaintance, head office executive of the 
firm by which he was employed. Living, as 
they did, in different cities, they knew each 
other but slightly, and it was a pleasant 
surprise to find themselves to be brothers 
in Christ. In the ensuing conversation it 
was not long before the older man asked, 
“Have you ever studied the subject of our 
Lord’s return?” The younger man had 
been a deeply interested student of the sub- 
ject for a year or two; and the two men 
now found that they were both ardent Pre- 
millennialists, each having recently been 
brought into a discernment of this truth, 
and each encompassed denominationally 
with much opposition to it. They were 
kindred spirits indeed, and a correspond- 
ence began between them in which they 
compared notes and opened their hearts 
one to the other; and the younger man 
will never cease to be grateful for the 
spiritual helpfulness of the letters from his 
friend in that formative time of his Chris- 
tian life. 


God in Heaven as “they sing the song of 
Moses the servant of God, and the song of 
the Lamb” (Rev. 15:2, 3). But Satan, 
the great counterfeiter, has his music also: 
often it is seductive, sinful, poisonous. 
Surely God’s people should distinguish be- 
tween God’s music and Satan’s. A true 
Christian missionary in China preached in 
a Union Church conducted by the mission- 
aries. He was distressed to hear, in the 
music of that morning service held in the 
name of the Lord on the Lord’s day, three 
selections named on the program as “Con- 
fucian Temple Music,” “Buddhist Chant,” 
and “Buddhist.” The last Buddhist piece 
was indicated as a “Hymn of Thanksgiv- 
ing.” This occurred before the Appraisal 
Commission had made their tour of inves- 
tigation, but it would have met with their 
approval, for it carried out their later rec- 
ommendation that Christian missionaries in 
heathen lands should “stand upon the com- 
mon ground of all religion.”” What a tragic 
contrast with Paul’s inspired and uncom- 
promising word: “I would not that ye 
should have fellowship with devils” (1 
Cor. 10: 20). 


the Blessed Hope 


They still correspond, but less frequently ; 
and in a recent letter one recalled the early 
days of their friendship and the glowing 
interest in and ardor for the Blessed Hope 
at the time when it was newly discovered 
truth to each of them. Then he questioned 
whether there had been a waning of their 
first enthusiasm. If the early freshness 
had worn off with growing familiarity with 
the great truth, did that mean that it had 
abated its power for them? As the ques- 
tion was considered, the answer came in 
somewhat this fashion. Though “the 
early dew of morning has passed away at 
noon,” nevertheless its abiding effects are 
still at work. It is because of the morning 
dew that the vegetation can sustain the 
noonday glare and heat, and it was for that 
very purpose the dew fell. Though it is 
possible for us to get away from the power 
of Christian truths that once moved us 
mightily, yet the abatement of the first en- 
thusiasm and the passing of the first thrill 
of wonder over a new discovery are not 
necessarily signs that truth once powerfully 
felt is no longer potent for us. 

Mighty and abiding effects do follow 
where the Blessed Hope is revealed by the 
Holy Spirit. These effects are of two kinds; 
the more immediate effects upon heart and 
mind that attend the crisis of illumination, 
and then the more remote effects upon work 
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and walk that attend the process of con- 
forming one’s life to this truth. 

In this connection Isaiah 40:31 is very 
suggestive. With the opening of that 
chapter a new note in the prophecy is 
sounded. Hitherto occupied with delivering 
a message to his contemporaries in which 
are included predictions of the impending 
exile, the prophet now is projected in spirit 
into the future exile period. He hears the 
despondent cry of exiled Israel, “My way 
is hid from the Lord, and my judgment is 
passed over from my God.” He sees the 
spiritual peril of that day to be a despair- 
ing abandonment of faith in God due to 
the thought that God is permanently heed- 
less of his people’s plight, and he antici- 
pates their need in that hour with a mes- 
sage of consolation and hope. 

A highway through the desert shall be 
made, suggestive picture-prophecy of the 
opening of a way back home again... In 
mighty intervention on behalf of his own 
shall the glory of the Lord be revealed. 
God shall come to their aid; the God who 
created the heavens, and who giveth power 
to the faint. He shall yet come; and they, 
therefore, are not to despair but to wait 
for him. And, “they that wait for [R. 
V.] the Lord,” living in the power of that 
hope, shall experience four things: 


1, They shall renew their strength. 


2. They shall mount up with wings as 
eagles. 


3. They shall run, and not be weary. 
4. They shall walk, and not faint. 


These four statements are strikingly sug- 
gestive of the effects produced in the lives 
of those Christians who today are waiting 
for the Lord in the power and glory of his 
Second Advent. Pressed by the appalling 
conditions of the modern world into a re- 
examination of Scripture teaching on the 
subject of the course and consummation of 
the Christian age, an ever-increasing num- 
ber of believers are being brought to ac- 
cept the Blessed Hope of the Lord’s return 
as the ultimate hope for the Church and 
for the world. And wherever, under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit, men lay hold 
upon this dynamic truth and take it to 
heart and mind, mighty effects follow. 

First, there comes an invigorating spir- 
itual reward. “They ... shall renew their 
strength.” The nature and extent of this 
heart-renewal will depend upon what one’s 
spiritual condition was before the truth was 
discerned, and upon the clearness and con- 
scientiousness with which it is grasped. It 
has been the means of the new birth for 
some. But we are concerned here with 
its effect upon believers, and their number 
is legion who will affirm that by this soul- 
stirring truth they have been awakened out 
of a condition of sluggishness into a thor- 
oughly reinvigorated Christian experience. 

Perhaps for the majority of such Chris- 
tians the nature of this heart-renewal can- 
not better be expressed than in the marginal 
reading which puts “change” for “renew.” 
In the light of the two preceding verses, 
which declare that natural strength at its 
best may fail, but that there is a God- 
imparted strength for them that have no 
might, we may read and infer thus: “They 
that wait for the Lord shall change their 
strength, change theirs for his.’ That is 
exactly what has happened in the case of 
many whose spiritual life has been renewed 
through the Blessed Hope. 
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This is the way of it. The fact of judg- 
ment is brought home by the doctrine of 
the Lord's return. It is as Judge that he 
comes back. To this truth the first re- 
sponse is properly a personal one. “How 
shall I fare in that day?” is the question 
each puts to himself. But thus to face with 
all seriousness the idea of a day of account- 
ing before God is to recognize that there 
is no hope for us unless there is grace with 
God. It has been rightly said that the 
Pauline doctrine of justification by faith 
cannot be understood or appreciated except 
as it is seen in relation to the truth so 
emphasized in apostolic preaching that Jesus 
Christ shall come again, to judge the living 
and the dead. The prayer that rings out 
from the heart now is this: 

When He shall come with trumpet sound, 

Oh, may I then in Him be found, 

Clothed in His righteousness alone, 

Faultless to stand before the throne! 

For our acceptance with God as righteous, 
we have changed our strength for his. 

Yet this is but part of the spiritual re- 
newal we experience. Not only for justi- 
fication, but also for sanctification, we 
change our strength for Christ’s. “Every 
man that hath this hope in him purifieth 
himself, even as he is pure,” wrote John, 
speaking of the Blessed Hope. And it is 
true. Let the Hope really be in you, and 
you will find it a mighty incentive to holy 
living. But how shall this intense desire 
to be pure even as he is pure be realized? 
Only as we change our strength for his. 
We are now prepared to listen anew to 
such words as these and to make them the 
secret of our own lives: “I am crucified 
with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, 
but Christ liveth in me: and the life which 
I now live in the flesh I live by the faith 
of the Son of God, who loved me, and 
gave himself for me.” 

Thus they that wait for the Lord, to the 
end that they may be found unashamed be- 
fore him in that day, lay hold anew of the 
Saviour’s strength for righteousness and 
for holiness, and so doing they find a blessed 
enrichment of Christian experience. They 
renew their strength in him. 


(To be concluded next week) 

















Notes on Open Letters 











Are Pictures of Bible 
Characters Forbidden ? 


Are pictures of Bible characters, espe- 
cially of our Lord Jesus, forbidden in the 
second commandment ? 

Does not Acts 17: 29 also give us some 
light on this matter? 

We are to walk by faith and not by 
sight, 2 Corinthians 5: 7. 

Faith cometh by hearing, Romans 10: 17. 

These pictures that we have become so 
accustomed to see of our Lord are not ac- 
cording to the Bible description of him. 
Isaiah 53:2 says: ‘He hath no form nor 
comeliness; and when we shall see him, 
there is no beauty that we should desire 
him.” Daniel 7:9, also Revelation a: 34, 
describe him as having white hair. 


I have found pictures are a hindrance 
in dealing with the Jews, also in work with 
some Chinese. 

If we didn’t have these pictures would 
it not be easier to win the Catholics from 
their idols and sacred pictures ?—An IlIlinois 
reader. ' 


September 16, 1933 


If pictures of Bible characters, or of our 
Lord, are found to be a hindrance in our 
personal dealings with Jews, Chinese, ‘Cath- 
olics, or with any other people, we should 
of course refrain from using them in such 
work. But it does not appear that pic- 
tures of Bible characters, or even pictures 
of our Lord, are forbidden in the second 
commandment. Taking the first and sec- 
ond commandments together, or the sec- 


ond commandment by itself, it is plainly — 


declared that the making of any graven 
image or any likeness of anything is for- 


bidden as an. object of worship. “Thou .- 


shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor 
serve them.” The matter of pictures, 
sculpture, and art in general, apart from 
worship, does not seem to be in considera- 
tion in the commandment. If it were, 
then all pictures or illustrations of objects 
in nature, such as a tree or a flower or a 
bird, would be forbidden; and this does 
not seem to be the meaning of the com- 
mandment. 

Similarly the statement in Acts 17: 29 
must be read in the light of the command- 
ments and of the immediate context. in 
that chapter. Paul’s “spirit was stirred 
in him, when he saw the city wholly given 
to idolatry.” “We ought not to think,” 
he declared to the Athenians, “that the 
Godhead is like unto gold or silver, or stone, 
graven by art and man’s device.” Plainly 
Paul was not speaking of pictures or paint- 
ings or sculpture in general, but of idol- 
atrous worship. 

Pictures, of course, are never necessary 
to Christian faith, The Illinois reader 
rightly calls attention to the Scripture that 
“faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by 
the word of God.” And the passage in 
2 Corinthians 5:7, that “we walk by faith, 
not by sight,” refers to the Christian life 
here on earth, while the Lord is continually 
with and in every believer —a blessed fact 
that we know by faith, not by sight. But 
the reverent portrayal in art, of the human 
face and figure of our Lord Jesus Christ 
does not seem to be forbidden by the Scrip- 
tures, though the individual believer has 
the right and privilege of refraining from 
having such pictures. 

As for the representations of our Lord 
given in reverent paintings, both ancient 
and modern, these are, of course, wholly 
imaginative and are not to be understood 
as anything else. But they are not neces- 
sarily in conflict with the Scriptures or 
with the passages quoted from Isaiah, Dan- 
iel, and Revelation. In the latter two 
books it is the glorified Lord who is de- 
scribed, and his appearance was. obviously 
different from that which he had “in the 
days of his flesh.” Isaiah’s description 
may refer primarily to the Lord at the 
time of his crucifixion rather than during 
the years of his earthly life before that; 
for it is preceded by the statement that 
“his visage was so marred more than any 
man, and his form more than the sons of 
men” (Isa. 52:14), and is followed by the 
terrible prophecy, in detail, of his experi- 
ences during his shameful trial, rejection, 
and crucifixion. 

The whole subject of representations of 
our Lord is one concerning which earnest 
and consecrated Christians hold different 
views, and is a matter in which individual 
interpretation of the meaning of the Scrip- 
ture and of God’s will has a legitimate and 
important place. 
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The Blue Eagle and Our Duty as Chiistians®”: 


A frank and satisfying discussion of the NRA 
iptural viewpoint 
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these days — events so amazing that, 

had anyone been so bold as to proph- 
esy a few years ago that they could come 
to pass in our day in this “advanced age,” 
he would have been laughed out of court. 
Some of these events are puzzling even 
to the true believer, who is expectant of 
strange events as the nightfall of our age 
settles down upon us. Recently many 
Christian people have been distressed lest 
they grieve the Spirit of God through en- 
tanglement with the machinations of the 
Antichrist, the spirit of whom is being 
made more and more manifest as the apos- 
tasy deepens. 

The rapidly growing tendency among 
the nations to use some mark, or insigne, 
for setting apart those who are to be 
recipients of national favor from those 
who are to be denied the protecting wings, 
is a matter of concern to those who believe 
that “we ought to obey God rather than 
men” (Acts 5:29). The most extreme 
present case is that of Russia, where, 
among the loyal followers of the Soviet 
principles, the practice of staining on the 
hand the national insigne—hammer and 
sickle —is growing. Governmental favor- 
itism rests upon those who display it. They 
get the best of everything. But, before any 
man can receive the mark, he must sign 
a pledge against God and his Christ. 


G tiese cay events are taking place 


The Increase of National Insignia 


Italian Fascism likewise has its well- 
known insigne, the ancient Roman fasces, 
The fasces was the ax and the rods. This 
ax beheaded Paul! German Fascism marks 
the recipients of its favor with the ancient 
and thoroughly pagan swastika. Japanese 
Fascism has adopted the symbol of a golden 
eagle with a black-belted jacket. In fagt, 
national insignia carrying political and re- 
ligious favor, float in Communistic and Fas- 
cistic camps everywhere. Little did Amer- 
icans dream that so soon Columbia, too, 
should have her mark bestowing favoritism 
—for favoritism it is, even though it may 
be justly bestowed. We now have our blue 
eagle; and, if the program is carried to 
its conclusion, we shall soon see the day 
when even in “free America” no man can 
buy or sell without the mark. 

This is deeply troubling many true Chris- 
tians just now, who would rather die than 
possibly receive a certain mark foretold in 
Holy Writ. The Holy Ghost has revealed 
that some day a certain mark will prohibit 
all from buying or selling save those who 
consent to receive it; and that death will 
be the doom of those who refuse it. This 
may seem to be beyond all probability in 
the more enlightened nations; and yet, — 
there, on the verge, stands Germany! We 
would not be unnecessarily alarmed. But 
the probability that an hour of persecution 
unto death awaits, at some future time, 
those who determine in conscience to stay 
free, and that that hour comes on apace, 
is being admitted in unexpected quarters 


The Sunday School Times believes 
it is the duty of every true Christian 
in America to stand with President 
Roosevelt and the Government in their 
sincere effort to improve economic 
conditions and give every one a chance 
to work, 


That is why the Times has signed 
the Code of Fair Practices for the 
Periodical Publishing Industry that 
was accepted by the NRA (National Re- 
covery Administration), as announced 
in its September 2 issue, and why the 
Times displays the “ Blue Eagle” each 
week in its business statement. 


The Times now welcomes the article 
published on this page. It is a sane, 
wholesome, Scriptural study by a 
well-known pastor whose articles on 
Bible prophecy and current events, in 
The King’s Business and in this paper, 
have brought blessing to many. The 
article is a timely and vital message of 
satisfying assurance and wise, Scrip- 
tural counsel for God’s people. 








today. H. G. Wells, the famed historian, 
evolutionist, and Modernist,—no friend 
of divine revelation,— plunges into deep 
pessimism to say: 

“We are living in a civilization which is 
very rapidly going to pieces. There may 
be a dreadful fate in store for many young 
people here tonight. You may be shot, or 
maimed and smashed, you may be scourged 
or starved before your, lives run out. The 
world as we know it is visibly collapsing. 
Every week there is something tumbling 
down, or something breaking up, and it is 
impossible to say how far this ruin will 
extend.” 

The newspapers have told us that our 
NRA administrator, Hugh S. Johnson, 
informed newspaper men that teeth are to 
be put into the blue eagles, and that fail- 
ure to comply with the code, once it is 
accepted, means that the violator will be 
“sentenctd to economic death.” “Eco- 





Here are sentences that every 
Christian American should remem- 
ber: 


“In his effort to see that every 
man shall have the privilege of 
exercising his inalienable right to 
earn a living, our President should 
have the hearty support of every 
loyal American citizen. Such is a 
righteous war. And if the blue 
eagles are the insignia of the war- 
riors of that war, then God bless 
the blue eagles,’ 


“If President Roosevelt stands 
to thrust back the hungry wolves 
of Fascism and Communism, and 
maintain our heritage, then it is 
our supreme duty to stand by him 
in this hour.” 











nomic?” Thank God for the word! Need 
we wonder that many wonder? For it is 
written: 


And he had power to give life unto the image 
of the beast, that the image of the beast should 
both speak, and cause that as many as would 
not worship the image of the beast should be 
killed. And he causeth all, both small and 
great, rich and poor, free and bond, to re- 
ceive a mark in their right hand, or in their 
foreheads: and that no man might buy or 
sell, save he that had the mark, or the name 
of the beast, or the number of his name. Here 
is wisdom. Let him that hath understanding 
count the number of the beast: for it is the 
number of a man; and his number: is Six - 
hundred three score and six (Rev. 13: 15-18). 

It is only fair to President Roosevelt 
that we recognize the gigantic problem 
with which he grapples. Perhaps no living 
being has mofe unrivalled sources of finan- 
cial data at his finger tips than Montagu 
Norman, Governor of the Bank of England. 
It was he who recently assured a gathering 
of financiers at Mansion House, London: 
“The vast forces of the world, the herd 
instinct, the desperation of the people who 
have neither work nor market, hawe 
brought about a series of events and a 
general tendency which appear to me to 
be outside the control of any man, or any 
government, or any country.” 


The President’s Stupendous Task 


With this portentous “series of events” 
and “general tendency,” declared by so 
great an authority, to be “beyond the con’ 
trol of any man, or any government,” Pres- 
ident Roosevelt grapples. Whether one 
agrees with his ideas and methods or not, 
one must admire his courage. He merits 
our sincerest prayers. 

Let it be remembered that Fascism and 
Communism, the two blackest specters on 
the world’s horizon today, follow on the 
heels of black economic distress with the 
speed of the hurricane. Eight years ago 
there were scarcely enough Nazis (Ger- 
man Fascists) in all Germany to form a 
corporal’s guard. Today that mighty natign 
is utterly in their control, and the world 
trembles underneath their marching feet! 
Dr. Lewis Browne was not far wrong: 
“If economic conditions keep on as they 
are today, Communism will become a world 
religion, as completely accepted as Chris- 
tianity was.” He would have been more 
nearly a true prophet had he said: “If 
economic conditions keep on as they are 
today, either Communism or Fascism will 
become a world religion.” It will be a sur- 
vival of the unfittest! 

If Communism or Fascism, or both, sup- 
plant the world’s great democracies, the 
people of those democracies will have none 
but themselves to blame. Far back in 1925, 
on Memorial Day, President Coolidge sol- 
emnly warned the American people: 

“If we cannot govern ourselves, if we 
cannot observe the law, nothing remains 
but to have some one else govern us, to 
have the law enforced against us, and to 
step down from the honorable abiding place 








584 * 


of freedom to the ignominious abode of 
servitude.” 

Communism and Fascism are reactions to 
democracies decaying in lawlessness and 
corruption. Lawlessness and corruption 
are rooted and grounded in godlessness. 
Considered opposites, Communism and Fas- 
cism are alike in that, where either flour- 
ishes, man is practically deified, and liberty 
is dead. Both demand “Statolatry’” — the 
worship of the State, and the practical 
deification of its head. Both, therefore, 
essentially “worship the beast.” Both call 
men to surrender their most elementary 
rights. Both thrive only where economic 
distress is black and keen. 

As we see it, the purpose of the NRA with 
its blue eagles is primarily to see to it 
that every American citizen shall remain 
in his fundamental right to a job—the 
right to earn an honest living in a land 
of plenty. This is to build the strongest 
possible bulwark against the floods of 
Communism and Fascism which threaten 
to. engulf the world; for where God is 
feared, and every man is in possession of 
a decent job with an honest wage, neither 
Communism nor Fascism can flourish. Jn 
his effort to see that every man shall have 
the privilege of exercising his inalienable 
right to earn a living, our President should 
have the hearty support of every loyal 
American citizen. Such is a righteous war. 
And if the blue eagles are the insignia 
of the warriors of that war, then God bless 
the blue eagles. 

President Roosevelt and the captains of 
his embattled legions seem fully cognizant 
of the fact that jobs for all are dependent 
upon the willingness of all to sacrifice and 
help each other — dependent upon keeping 
alive the spirit of selflessness and doing 
to death the spirit of selfishness. Over and 
over they have told us that the blue eagles 
mean just that—selflessness, not selfish- 
ness. ; 

Dr. Charles E. Jefferson, though a re- 
ligious liberal, has truly said: “Democ- 
racy is the most dangerous of all forms of 
government. It is the most costly of all 
forms. It makes greater demands. It de- 
mands intelligence and conscience and sac- 
rifice. It demands these, not in isolated 
individuals, but in the masses, and if these 
are not widespread, the nation is doomed.” 

We cannot reiterate too strongly that, 
if the most glorious star that ever shone 
in the world of democracy is not to grow 
dim and disappear, then we must make use 
of every power at our command to impress 
on the American people their need to keep 
alive “intelligence and conscience and sacri- 
fice” in the mass-breast of America. Un- 
less this is done, mankind’s greatest experi- 
ment in democracy will be pronounced a 
monumental failure, and with such a pro- 
nouncement, your children and mine will 
pass under one or the other of the con- 
science - deadening and soul - destroying 
forms of government known as Fascism 
and Communism. Undeniably, democracy 
is on a sick-bed, terribly sick. Fascism 
and Communism stand at the door, praying 
(if those godless isms can pray) that she 
will soon breathe her last. We pray to 
God that they shall be disappointed in their 
hopes, and that in America we shall hold 
fast to the heritage our fathers handed 
down to us — the right to worship God ac- 


cording to the conscience that is in us— - 


until the Lord Jesus comes. And if Presi- 
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dent Roosevelt stands to thrust back the 
hungry wolves of Fascism and Communism, 
and maintain our heritage, then it is our 
supreme duty to stand by him in this 


hour. 


It is only to be regretted that our Presi- 
dent and his surrounding chieftains have 
not given public recognition to the fact 
that character of the sort demanded in 
American life to make the war of the blue 
eagles a success is founded on faith in, 
and fear of, God. If God were given some 
recognition in this fight, we could have 
more faith in its ultimate success. 

However, the point to be emphasized 
here is that, in spite of the failure to rec- 
ognize God, the blue eagles, in attempting 
to give a job to every man, instantly be- 
come the foes to Communism and Fascism. 
We cannot, therefore, see any true relation 
between America’s blue eagles and “the 
mark of. the beast” foretold in the divine 
Revelation. But we do see a grave danger. 
If this governmental tool — an insigne used 
in boycott — proves to be a success for the 
American nation, why should it not be- 
come a governmental too! for a world- 
ruler set for the salvation of an economically 
depressed world? And, should that world- 
ruler prove to be an atheist, as some rulers 
are, and should he determine that it would 
be for the welfare of mankind that he 
should dominate the religious as well as 
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the material world, and decide to “mag- 
nify himself above every god” (Dan. 11: 
36), then the world’s midnight will have 
come, and martyr-blood will flow in rivers 
once again! No stronger weapon will such 
an Antichrist possess than a mark without 
which no man will be able to buy or sell. 

In an- hour such as this, when insignia 
are being used with such powerful effect 
in the material world, people with some 
knowledge of the Scriptures can hardly be 
blamed if they examine the earmarks of 
every mark that is offered to us, lest ‘un- 
wittingly they be caught, one of these days, 
wearing the mark which will assuredly 
bring down upon the wearer “the wrath 
of God, which is poured out without mix- 
ture into the cup of his [God’s] indignation” 
(Rev. 14:10). 

The times. are perilous. The Christian 
manhood and womanhood of America can- 
not let the political “powers that be” un- 
derstand too soon that we shall stand. with 
them in every effort they make to maintain 
the precious heritage of our liberty. But 
in doing so let us demand that the Church 
and the State be kept forever separate; 
and let us make it plain that while we, as 
Christians, shall “render to Czsar the 
things that are Czsar’s,” we shall never 
surrender our inalienable right likewise to 
“render to God the things that are God’s.” 

Lone Beacu, CAL, 














Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 














Questions for answer, and other communi- 
cations, may be addressed to Mother Ruth, 

Sunday School Times, 323-327 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. No names 
or addresses or identity will be published 
in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 
tions are too personal for an answer in 
these columns, Mother Ruth will be glad 
to reply individually if possible, if return 

postage is encl 


Dear Mother Ruth: How can victory be 
gained over the memory of sins, especially when 
committed when one was looked upon as a 
Christian and was looking forward to Christian 
work? Any amends except by prayer are im- 
possible. I have confessed the sins many times 
over a period of years; but when such sins 
are condemned by Christians and even worldly 
people, the shame of them becomes so poignant 
that I can hardly bear to listen. It seems 
hyocrisy to judge others fer things I have 
done myself, and I don’t wart others to think 
me better than I am. I can pray that God will 
overcome in the lives of those whom the Devil 
is blinding, but I can’t feel right in discussing 
these lives with others, sincc I have been far 
more guilty than those being discussed, be- 
cause of the circumstances and because of hav- 
ing had greater access to light. Sometimes 
I really am affected physically as well as men- 
tally and spiritually and I wish I could get 
permanent relief. I should be so glad to have 
any help you could give-—A TROUBLED SOUL. 


EAR TROUBLED ONE: What a 

satisfaction must come to Satan, as 
he contemplates the hold he has upon you! 
He made you sin in the first place, and 
now holds your sins over you, when you 
should be rejoicing in the power of God 
to forgive you, and “blot out of remem- 
brance” the very thought of them. Why 
do you carry these sins? Did not Christ 
die to set you free from sin? Turn to I 
Peter 2:24 and read, “Who his own self 


-bare-our ‘sins. in his own body on the tree, 


\ 


that we, being dead to sins, should live 
unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye 
were healed.” Then in that next verse 
we read, “For ye were as sheep going 
astray; but are now returned unto the 
Shepherd and Bishop of your souls.” Have 
you carried your sins to the cross and 
left them there, remembering all that Cal- 
vary means? What right have you to go 
away from that cross, carrying the load of 
sin, when he bore your “sins in his own 
body on the tree”? Why allow Satan to 
torment you with what God has forgotten? 
The blood of Christ is sufficient, and you 
must take your stand against the evil one, 


and refuse to follow the thoughts of.your . 


past that he suggests to you. Don’t think 
sin! You are free from the condemnation 
of it all, and God’s Word says so, in John 
5:24. You are going through a very 
subtle temptation, in which the adversary 
is trying to make you weak and unable to 
cope with your opportunities for service 
for your Lord. Shake it off and do not 
allow him to hold you down with the re- 
membrance of the blackness of that past! 
You are free from the condemnation of 
sin because Jesus Christ bore all on the 
cross at Calvary. 

No one is so well able to discuss with 
others the problem of their sin as one who 
knows something of the overpowering in- 
fluence of sin, and who has been set free 
through Christ. When one knows by ex- 
perience the sharpness of contact with 
Satan, he can tell just what will cure and 


help the other sinner.. You know what: 


(Concluded on page 592) 
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LESSON 1. 


OCTOBER 1. ee 
International Uniform Lesson.— Acts 21:39; 22:3, 27, 28; 26:4-7; Philippians. 313-6 A or 


Golden Text.—Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 
tightly dividing the word of truth.—2 Tim. 2:15 


SAUL IN TARSUS 


ime 
MASS 














The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is Acts 21:39; 22:3, 27, 28; 
26: 4-7; Phil. 3 : 3-6 
Kinc JaMEs VERSION 


Acts 21:39 But Paul said, I am a man which am a Jew of 
Tarsus, a city in Cilicia, a citizen of no mean city: and, I beseech 
thee, suffer me to speak unto the people. 


22:3 1 am verily a man which am a Jew, born in Tarsus, a city 
in Cilicia, yet brought up in this city at the feet of Gamaliel, and 
taught according to the perfect manner of the law of the fathers, and 
was zealous toward God, as ye all are this day. 

27 Then the chief captain came, and said unto him, Tell me, 
art thou a Roman? He said, Yea. 


28 And the chief captain answered, With a great sum obtained 
I this freedom. And Paul said, But I was free born. 


26:4 My manner of life from my youth, which was at the first 
among mine own nation at Jerusalem, know all the Jews; 

5 Which knew me from the beginning, if they would testify, 
that after the most straitest sect of our religion I lived.a Pharisee. 

6 And now I stand and am judged for the hope of the promise 
made of God unto our fathers: 

7 Unto which promise our twelve tribes, instantly serving God 
day and night, hope to come. For which hope’s sake, king Agrippa, 
I am accused of the Jews. 

Phil. 3: 3 For we are the circumcision, which worship God in 
the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in 
the flesh. 

4 Though I might also have confidence in the flesh. If any other 
man thinketh that he hath whereof he might trust in the flesh, I more: 

s Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of ‘the tribe 
of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the law, a 
Pharisee ; 3 

6 Concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching the right- 
eousness which is in the law, blameless. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Acts 21:39 But Paul said, I am a Jew, of Tarsus in Cilicia, a 
citizen of no mean city: and I beseech thee, give me leave to speak 
unto the people. 


22:3 I am a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in 
this city, at the feet of Gamaliel, instructed according to the strict 
manner of the law of our fathers, being zealous for God, even as 
ye all are this day: 


27 And the *chief captain came and said unto him, Tell me, art 
thou a Roman? And he said, Yea. 28 And the ‘chief captain 
answered, With a great sum obtained I this citizenship. And Paul 
said, But I am a Roman born. 


26:4 My manner of life then from my youth up, which was from 
the beginning among mine own nation and at Jerusalem, know all 
the Jews; 5 having knowledge of me from the first, if they be 
willing’ to testify, that after the straitest sect of our religion I lived 
a Pharisee. 6 And now I stand here to be judged for the hope of 
the promise made of God unto our fathers; 7 unto which promise 
our twelve tribes, earnestly serving God night and day, hope to 
attain. And concerning this hope I am accused by the Jews, O king! 

Phil. 3: 3 For we are the circumcision, who worship by the Spirit 
of God, cad glory in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh: 
4 though I myself might have confidence even in the flesh: if any 
other man *thinketh to have confidence in the flesh, I yet more: 
5 circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of 
Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee; 
6 as touching zeal, persecuting the church; as touching the right- 
eousness which is in the law, found blameless. 

1Or, military tribune. Gr., chiliarch. 7 Or, seemeth, 


American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International Council 
of Religious Education, 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


ROM the study of Israel’s early 
F teacers we turn to a study of the last 

and greatest of Israel’s leaders, and 
the one who may well be counted the 
world’s greatest human leader. Paul as 
a thinker towers above the great names of 
Greece and Rome, and his teachings make 
their philosophic speculations appear as 
the foolish ramblings of men groping in 
the dark. Fourteen of the twenty-seven 
books of the New Testament were from 
his pen. Yet Paul would shrink from 
such an estimate, and would hasten to 
assure us that it was not his teaching, but 
the truth that Christ gave him (Gal. 1:1, 
11, 12). As a man of action also he is 
first among men, laboring more abundantly 
than the best workers of the world. Of 
the twenty-eight chapters of the world’s 
greatest book of action, the Acts of the 
Apostles, Paul’s doings occupy more than 
sixteen. But he would add: “Yet not I, 
but the grace of God which was with me” 
(1 Cor. 15:10). If we would know what 
first century Christianity really was we 
must study and understand this apostle of 
grace. How we need this study in our 
day when the enemy as never before is 
seeking to capture missions, Christian doc- 
trine, and. spiritual’ experience. - 
Sunday-schools of the world so follow Paul 
in these months that there will be a quick- 
ening of missionary zeal, a turning from 
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Modernism to true doctrine and an enter- 
ing into Christ-centered spiritual experi- 
ence, 


The Historical inte 


If Paul was born in Tarsus A. D. 1, as 
some scholars reckon, he would be about 
five years younger than the Lord Jesus. It 
is probable that he went to Jerusalem to 
train as a rabbi when he was twelve or 
thirteen, and remained for ten years in 
the school of Gamaliel. 


Verse by Verse 


Acts 21:390—I am ...a Jew. The 
word originally referred to the descendants 
of Judah, and then came to be used for 
all Hebrews; in Paul’s day “Jew” was 
synonymous with “Israelite” (Rom. 11:1; 
9:4, 24; 10:12, 19). Tarsus, a city in 
Cilicia. Located on the Cydnus River, 
about twelve miles inland from the Mediter- 
ranean, capital of the Roman province of 
Cilicia, at the southeast corner of Asia 
Minor, adjoining Syria on the east. A citi- 
zen of no mean city. It was a free city, 
metropolis of the district, seat of one of 
the three great universities of the east, and 
placed by Strabo, the ancient geographer, 
above both Athens and Alexandria as an 
educational center. Suffer me to speak. 
Ever eager to witness concerning Christ, 
even when his own safety would counsel 
silence, 

Acts 22:3.—Brought up in this city. 
Probably from the time he was twelve, a 
“son of the law.” Jerusalem was nearly 
five hundred miles south by east of Tarsus, 
At the feet of Gamaliel. The most famous 


Jewish teacher of his time, head of the 
school of Hillel, of whom, tradition says, 
he was the grandson. The school met in 
the court of the Temple, with the teacher 
on a high seat and the students seated on 
the floor at his feet. The full course was 
twelve years, and included memorizing and 
debating on the Scriptures. All accounts 
of Gamaliel agree with the picture of his 
character as given in Acts 5: 35-39. Taught 
according to the perfect manner of the 
law, Rather, the “strict manner,” that is, 
living as separated Jews, careful of every 
observance. Zealous toward God, as ye 
all are this day. Paul is linking himself 
sympathetically with them. Their zeal was 
not according to knowledge (Rom. 10:2). 


Verse 27.—Art thou a Roman? The chief 
captain was asking the question in some 
fear, for he had bound Paul and ordered 
him scourged, contrary to law. 


Verse 28.—With a great sum obtained I 
this freedom. Rome ruled the world as 
subject peoples, and great privileges at- 
tached to being a Roman citizen, a free 
man. To those not born of Roman families 
the privilege was granted for distinguished 
service, as political favor, or for money. 
I was free born. Not because he was born 
in Tarsus, but because his father was a 
Roman citizen before him, possibly obtain- 
ing it for his services, though Josephus 
mikes clear that many Jews had this citi- 
zenship. 


Acts 26:5.—After the most straitest sect 
of our religion I lived a Pharisee. Phari- 
sees, “separatists,” were originally true pa- 
triots, but were bitter against Christ’s 
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teaching of inward righteousness. Paul 
seeks to show that his new faith is in entire 
loyalty to all that was true in Judaism. 


Verse 6.—Judged for the hope of the 
promise made of God unto our fathers. 
This was the hope of the coming of Mes- 
siah, the Son of David; the hope centered 
in the resurrection from the dead, and the 
promise was fulfilled when Jesus was raised 
(Acts 13: 32, 33), pledge of the resurrec- 
tion of all men. (Study carefully Acts 
Mavs 24: 15, 233° 20:6, 23, 23; 28: 203 
Rom. 1:4; 9:4.) ; 

Verse 7—Our twelve tribes, instantly 
serving God day and night, hope to come. 
All Israel was looking for the hope of 
Messiah and his resurrection, earnestly 
serving God in the sense of keeping the 
law, but ignorant of the good news that 
Jesus, whom Paul preached, was the Mes- 
siah, The mention of twelve tribes is 
one of many incidental proofs that the 
ten tribes were never lost, and the present 
Jews are descendants of all twelve tribes. 
For which hope’s sake ...I am accused. 
That is, for the very thing that all true 
Jews believe. 


Philippians 3:3—We are the circum- 
cision. Meaning we are, in contrast to 
those who preached outward circumcision 
(Rom. 2: 25-29; Col. 2:11). Worship 
God in the spirit. Rather, “worship by the 
Spirit of God,” in contrast to outward 
legal acts of worship (John 4:23, 24; 
Rom. 12:1). Rejoice in Christ Jesus. 
Glory in him, in contrast to those who 
glory in the law. Have no confidence in 
the flesh. In contrast to those who trust 
in a legal righteousness, attained by keep- 
ing ordinances of the law. 


Verse 5.—Circumcised ... of Israel... 
of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews. 
Of unmixed Hebrew blood. As touching 
the law, a Phavisee. Indicating absolute 
loyalty to God’s Word. 


Verse 6—Concerning zeal, persecuting 
the church. Zeal for the law led to con- 
tending with the enemies, the greatest of 
which was reckoned the Church of Christ 
(Acts 22:3; Gal. 1:13, 14; Acts 8:3; 
9:1). Touching ... the law, blameless. 
Not that he was sinless, but in the cere- 
monial observances of the law, and in the 
outward keeping of the precepts, he was 
blameless before men. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Paul, the preacher of grace, was a prod- 
uct of grace. It is probably true that no 
boy of Israel or among the Gentiles studied 
so diligently as Saul of Tarsus, that he 
might present himself to God a workman 
that need not to be ashamed. But there 
was something back of the boyhood train- 
ing in Tarsus and the theological study 
under Gamaliel, and Paul writes this begin- 
ning of his biography in Galatians 1:15, 
16: “It pleased God, who separated me 
from my mother’s womb, and called me by 
his grace, to reveal his Son in me, that I 
might preach him.” All the events of four 
thousand years were preparing for the 
great day when God came to earth, died, 
and rose, and proclaimed salvation through 
grace, commanding all men everywhere to 
repent. God had ready his man to preach 
Christ among the nations. Who but God 
would have chosen Saul of Tarsus? But 
he chose him, and trained him, and called 
him, marking him out from his mother’s 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 
Lessons for the year may be had from ‘The 
Sunday School Times Company, 323-327 N. 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
- October 1.—Saul in Tarsus. Acts 21 : 39; 
22:3, 27, 28; 26: 4-7; Philippians 3 : 3-6 
2. October 8.—Saul in Damascus. Acts 9 : 1-31 
3. October 15.—Paul in Antioch 
Acts If : 19-30; 12: 25 
4. October 22.—Paul in Asia Minor 
Acts 13 and 14 
5. October 29.—World’s Temperance Sunday 
Romans 13:12 to 1§:3 
6. November 5.—Paul in Jerusalem. 
Acts 15 : 1-35 
7. November 12.—Paul in Macedonia. 
Acts 15:36 to 17:15 
8. November 19.—Paul in Athens. Acts 17 : 16-34 
9. November 26.—Paul in Corinth 
Acts 18: 1-17; 1 Corinthians 1:1 to 2:8 
10. December 3.—Paul in Ephesus 
Acts 18:18 to 20: 38 
11. December 10.—Paul in Czsarea 
Acts, Chapters 21-26 
12. December 17.—Paul in Rome ; 
Acts, Chapters 27, 28 
13. December 24.—A Vision of World Peace 
Isaiah 11: 1-9 


on 








womb. And when we think of Paul and 
study his work, let us hold fast to his 
secret, the new and glorious mystery of 
Christ living in him and in us. God must 
reveal his Son in Paul that he might preach 
him. And since the written Word of the 
Old Testament was the revelation of the 
living Word, it was meet that Paul should 
know that Word, also that he should know 
the meaning of trying to be righteous ac- 
cording to the law, that he might know the 
full meaning of grace. Let us follow Paul 
who was first in service and in suffering, 
first in zeal, in missionary passion, in love 
for Jews, in love for all men, in intense love 
for Christ. 


Lesson Outlines 

Saut— MAn oF ZEAL 

1. His zeal in Tarsus as a student. 

His zeal as a tent-maker. 
His zeal as Gamaliel’s student. 
His zeal as persecutor of the Church. 
His zeal for Christ. 
PREPARING PAUL 

1. God’s purpose and call (Gal. 1: 15). 


2. God’s “fulness of time,” preparing 
for Paul’s message (Acts 17: 30). 


3. God’s world, Greek, Roman, and 


a 


Jewish, training Paul and furnishing his 


field. 


4. God’s training, in Tarsus and in 
Jerusalem, in home and in school, in 
synagogue and in Sanhedrin. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Paul and Judaism. Great confusion has 
resulted from not distinguishing the true 
Judaism of the Old Testament from the 
denial of that Judaism by the Jews who 
rejected Christ. Paul makes clear that 
he held to all the truth of God, and that 
this truth leads to Jesus as the promised 
Messiah, and to the new order of grace as 
the fulfillment of the hope of Israel. 


Citizenship and the Christian. Paul 
claimed the ‘rights of a citizen of Rome. 
He rendered to Cesar the things that were 
Cesar’s. He did not mix the Gospel mes- 
sage with politics, but he did not teach any 
wrong separation of Christians from re- 
sponsibilities of citizenship (Rom. 13: 1-7). 
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Godly Education. The education of a 
Jewisk boy, in a pious home, conformed at 
least outwardly to the ideal of Deuteronomy 
6:4-9. Education today has moved far 
from this ideal, and the American public 
schools: are in danger of becoming as 
pagan as were the schools in Tarsus from 
which the Hebrew parents would so care- 
fully guard their children. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Give diligence to become an approved 
and zealous workman (Golden Text, 2 
Tim. 2:15). The word translated by the 
old English word “study” means to give 
diligence, to be zealous, as Saul of Tarsus 
was in his study of the Word of God. But 
to be approved of God one must handle 
the Word of God aright, as Paul did after 
Christ found him. 


Feed the children on God’s Word. The 
methods of the Synagogue and Jewish 
homes may well be imitated by us in their 
emphasis upon memorizing Scripture and 
in encouraging children to ask questions 


and to discuss the great teachings of the 


Bible. 


Put the Bible into public schools. That 
is, put it in when it can be taught by 
consecrated teachers who will revere it 
as the Word of God. Write to Dr. J. P. 
McCallie, McCallie School, Chattanooga, 
Tenn., for a pamphlet concerning the re- 
markable Bible teaching work that has gone 
on for years in Chattanooga. 


Love and win the Jews. They still 
look forward to the Hope of Israel. We 
are responsible for telling them the Good 
News about that Hope. For without 
Christ they are lost (Rom. 10:1). 


Be broad and sympathetic, but without 
compromise, Paul recognized that the 
Jews had much truth. He used his Ro- 
man citizenship, and he recognized the 
greatness of his native city. Yet he did 
not substitute these things for the truth 
of God. 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


Saul of Tarsus became Paul of all nations 
—by the grace of God. 


Saul the Pharisee became Paul the lover 
of Christ and of men—by the grace of 
God. 


The eye of the Lord was on Saul in Tar- 
sus: he is guiding his children before they 
become his children. 


Every city touched by Paul from his 
birth to his death has its chief claim to 
fame in the touch of that man of God. 


Paul spoke to the angry mob not to 
defend himself, but to save them — because 
he loved them. 

Paul looked behind the murderous ac- 
tions of his enemies and saw a zeal for 
God; do we seek to see the best that may 
be seen in the hearts of our enemies? 

The Roman captain trembled when he 
realized he had bound a citizen of Rome: 
how much more he should have trembled 
at binding a child of God, a citizen of the 
heavenly King. 

Most of our great modern universities 
and colleges were founded by men who sat 
at the feet of Paul, but they are turning 
from the Light to the darkness of men’s 
philosophy. 

Cotumara, S. C. 


Lesson for October 1 


The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number ‘of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to ten the total for any one lesson. 

When Consciences Differed.—And was 
gealous (Acts 22:3). Dr. Alexander 
Smellie said in an article in THE SUNDAY 
Scuoot Times “‘I ought’ is a noble rule 
when conscience has once been enlightened 
from above. But into what errors and 
excesses, foolishness and sins, the rule may 
plunge us when our ‘ought’ is opposed to 
Christ!” Thus a Hindu said to a British 
Administrator in India, “Our consciences 
tell us to burn our widows on the funeral 
pyres of their husbands.” And the Eng- 
lishman replied, “Our consciences tell us 
to hang you if you do.”—From The Sun- 
day School Times. Sent by ~~ McFar- 
land, Newark, Ohio. 


Wheelbarrow. Consciences.—/ lived a 
Pharisee (Acts 26:5). Most people fol- 
low their conscience as a man follows a 
wheelbarrow, pushing it before him the 
way he wants it to go—From The King’s 
Business. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, 


Surrey, Eng. 


An Indian’s Explanation.—Touching 
the righteousness which is in the law (Phil. 
3:6). It happened that a white man and 
a North American Indian were deeply con- 
victed under the same sermon. The Indian 
was almost immediately made to rejoice 
in pardoning mercy, but the white man 
was for a long time in great distress of 
mind. At last he, too, found comfort in 
God’s forgiving love. Some time after- 
ward, on meeting his Indian brothef, he 
thus’ addressed him: “How was it that 
I should be so long under conviction, when 
you found comfort so soon?” “Oh, brother,” 
replied the Indian, “me tell you. There 
come along a rich prince; he promise to 
give you a new coat. You look at your 
coat, and say, ‘My coat pretty good; it will 
do a little longer.’ He then offer me a 
new coat. I look at my old blanket. I say, 
‘This good for nothing.’ I fling it right 
away and take the new coat. Just so, 
brother, you try to make your old right- 
eousness do for a little while ; but I, poor 
Indian, had none. So I glad to. receive 
at once the righteousness of the Lord 
Jesus.”"—From the Christian Herald. Sent 
by W. R. Clark, Leeds, Eng. 


The Difference.—For we . . . rejoice in 
Christ Jesus (Phil. 3:3). The Scotch are 
not as a rule given to showing their emo- 
tions, Nevertheless, it is said of a Scotch- 
man, who had found the Lord Jesus 
Christ as his Saviour, that he was so joy- 
ful that he could scarcely find words to 
express himself. He stood up in a testi- 
mony meeting and declared, “I’m happier 
noo, when I’m no happy, than I wis afore 
when I wis happy.”—From The Sunday 
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School Times, Sent by Mrs, Lizzie Kirby 
Beck, Smiths Grove, Ky. 


Foolish Bible Study.—Siudy to shew 
thyself approved unto God, a workman that 
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing 
the word of truth (Golden Text). There 
was once a very wise foolish man who re- 
ceived a letter. He began at once to study 
it in this way. He measured it accurately ; 
he examined it with a microscope to see 
the fiber the paper was made of; he an- 
alyzed the ink, and the mucilage which 
was on the flap; he gauged the average 
slant of the letters. While doing so, a 
friend came in, and glancing at the letter 
he said, “Why, that letter is from your 
father.” “Is it?” said the foolish wise 
man; “I have not got far enough yet to 
find that out.”—From “5000 Best Modern 
Illustrations,’ by G. B. F. Hallock, D.D. 
Sent by Josephine A. Kinzly, North Tona- 
wanda, N. Y. 


Apple-Tree Bible Study.—Rightly di- 


viding the word of truth (Golden Text). 
Luther said he studied his Bible as he 
gathered apples. First he shook the whole 
tree, that the ripest might fall; then he 
shook each limb, and when he had shaken 
each limb, he shook each branch, and after 
each branch, every twig ; and then he looked 
under every leaf. Search the Bible as a 
whole, shaking the whole tree. Read it 
rapidly, as you would any other book. 
Then shake every limb — study book after 
book. Then shake every branch, giving 
attention to the chapters when they do 
not break the sense. Then shake each 
twig, by a careful study of the paragraphs 
and sentences. And you will be rewarded 
if you will look under each leaf, by search- 
ing the meaning of the words.—From The 
Christian Fundamentalist. Sent by Mary 
F. Wishard, San Rafael, Cal. Prize illus- 
tration. 


A Lesson Test for This Week 
By Geneva F. Walters, M.S. 


O MANY letters of enthusiastic appre- 

ciation have come from readers about 
the quarterly Review Tests prepared by 
Mrs. Walters for the Times in the past 
year that the editors have asked Mrs. 
Walters to furnish a similar Test on each 
week’s lesson, in addition to the quarterly 
Test, which she will continue. The first 
of these every-week Lesson Tests follows, 
and the editors would like to hear from 
readers as to the usefulness of this new 
department. Do you prefer these to the 
Questions for Teacher and Class that have 
hitherto been published? 

The answers to this week’s Test are 
given on a later page of this issue. 

The ‘Tests will be of a different kind 
from week to week; next week there will 
be a Completion Test, the week after that 
a True-False Test, then a Single Choice 
Test, and so on. 

These fresh and unusual Lesson Tests 
furnish material that is sure to interest 
the pupils and offer an exceptional oppor- 
tunity for home work, if assigned by the 
teacher to the class. Copies can readily 
be made, so that each member of the class 
may be supplied. A Ten Weeks Get Ac- 
quainted subscription to THE SuNpbAyY 
Scuoot Times may be had for 25 cénts. 
The regular subscription rates and. the ad- 
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dress may fe found on page 5092 of this 
issue. 


One-Worp ANSWER TEST 


DirECTIONS: Answer each question with 
one word, 


1. What was Saul’s home city? 

2. To what Jewish tribe did he belong? 

3. In what province was Tarsus? 

4. In what city was Saul brought up? 

5. Who was his early teacher? 

6. To what religious sect did Saul be- 
long? 

7. What had been the nature of Saul’s 
activity toward the new church? 

8. What other citizenship did Saul pos- 
sess besides Jewish? 

9. Of what nationality were the people 
who were accusing Paul? 


10. Before whom was Paul making his 
defense? 


Lawrence, Kans. 
w 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Great Town.—A citizen of no mean 
city (Acts 21:39). The modern world 
would never have heard of Tarsus but for 
Saul. We would hear of Rome, Athens, 
Carthage, Nineveh, and others, but of Tar- 
sus, no! They dig up Pompeii, Troy, Nip- 
pur, Ur, and you go to the museums and 
gaze with wonder upon the Elgin marbles, 
golden vessels, and lovely jewelry, but tell 
me where are there any priceless remains 
from that “no mean city” of Tarsus? Yet, 
behold Saul with chin out, shoulders 
squared, hurrahing for his native itv. 
“What’s the matter with Tarsus?” “She's 
all right.” “Who’s all right?” “Tarsus!” 
Clap, clap, clap! Of course it was no mean 
city. 

No birthplace and home is “mean” to a 
real man or woman of that place. Out on 
those Western prairies it is so still that 
at night you can hear a dog trot for a 
mile. Yet, how those plain dwellers love 
it, and blow about it equal to one of their 
cyclones. In the crowded city the noises 
and the smells and the criminals are enough 
to drive one crazy, but how old Mr. Urban 
goes on akout “little old New Yawk.” 

When you hear one “knocking” the home 
town you can well guess his departure 
from it is likely to be one of the town’s 
“improvements.” Coatesville is a_ third 
class city of about 14,000. The main line 
of the Pennsylvania Railroad runs through 
it East and West. The Reading Railroad 
runs through it North and South. Its 
Main Street is the Lincoln Highway. Its 
industry is mostly iron and steel. Loco- 
motives and furnaces belch forth smoke. 
Trucks in an unbroken line rattle day and 
right. Coatesville is a city dirty and noisy. 

Here I have been since 1863, with the 
Pennsy at my back yard and the Lincoln 
Highway in my front yard, and if you'll 
stop in some day I can prove to you it is 
the greatest little city in the world, only 
equalled by one other place, to wit, Sque- 
dunk, where you live if your town likes 
you! (Mic. 5:2; Luke 2: 51.) 


The Pauline Way.—But I was free born 
(22:28). When some “solemncholy” 
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brother says there is no hint of humor in 
the New Testament I turn him to this in- 
cident and say, “Old fellow, never forget 
our great Book is a human document as 
well as a divine one.” Paul certainly had 
a fine sense of humor. Indeed, otherwise 
he never would have been able to endure 
all he did. 

Here you see he quietly lets the soldiers 
truss him all up ready for the “cat” that 
he is to be introduced to. You know what 
soldiers are, and about how they would 
handle the “little Jew.” 

When Paul finds they have finished their 
trouble, have the tender back bared and the 
performance all ready to begin, the whipper 
warming up to swing, Paul winks one eye 
at himself and says quietly like in an off- 
hand way to the officer in charge, 

“Don’t you think it is a little dangerous 
to scourge a Roman before you have given 
him a trial?” 

Immediately that centurion had an attack 
of willies and a high blood pressure as he 
rushed away to his colonel. If you cannot 
see Paul having a good laugh to himself as 
the soldier hurried away you must be near- 
sighted in your risibilities. 

The colonel when he came said to Paul, 

“My Roman citizenship cost me $50,000, 
where could a poor old preacher like you 
get the money?” 

“T didn’t have to take out naturalization 
papers. Although I am a Jew, I was born 
a Roman.” 

All of the persiflage is only to impress 
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upon the young’ fellows who sit in this 
Corner that to be a Christian does not mean 
you are not.to be a man of spirit and stand 
up for your rights. Note how Paul car- 
ried himself in Acts 16:37 and 23: 2, 3. 


Christian Pride.—O/f the tribe of Ben- 
jamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews ...a 
Pharisee (Phil. 3:5). Paul the proud! 
Proud of the old home town. Proud of 
his race. Proud of his family, yes, and 
above all, proud that he was considered 
worthy to suffer shame for the Lord Jesus’ 
name. In Paul you see Pride upon a moun- 
tain smiling at Persecution. A quality of 
pride I hope every reader of this Corner 
has. 

Benjamin was not the New York or 
Chicago of tribes, but the little old Sque- 
dunk of tribes. The little place out of 
which comes the big men. The Nazareth 
out of which comes the “Good Thing” in 
spite of Jerusalem expectation (John 1: 
46). - 

A while ago we had the Sermon on the 
Mount for a lesson, and attention was 
called to the fact that turning the other 
cheek was only a manner of speaking. No 
study of Paul would be complete without 
calling attention to the fact Paul was not 
non-resistant. He did not stand and take 
the scourging (see the previous paragraph). 
When he was threatened with a blow, he 
told the “whited wall” what he thought of 
him (Acts 23: 1-3). 

This is what any Christian with a spark 
of manly pride would at once do. The 
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Christian, of course, will not “strive” (2 
Tim, 2:24), which is the Book’s way of 
saying “put up a fight,” and he will not 
knock down the man who attacks him if 
he can help it. But the Christian when hit 
does not say, “Hit me again!” 

There were times when Paul with all his 
pride of blood “took his medicine standing 
up,” yes, and with a song. But that was when 
there was a jailer and his whole family to 
be saved, which makes all the difference in 
the world. 

While Paul was what we might call 
today a “tramp preacher,” like the old time 
“tramp printers,” taking what he could get 
and whatever came, yet Paul never lost 
the pride of his gentility. Like a blooded 
horse, he “felt his keep.” And this be- 
cause he knew, as few men at that day 
knew, he was the son of a King (Rom. 8: 
14). 

CoaATESVILLE, Pa. 


For Primary Teachers 


By Edith Goreham Clarke 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Knowing the Lord Jesus as my Saviour. 
1. The boyhood of Saul of Tarsus. 


2. Knowing about a person not the same 
as knowing him. 


3. How I may know the Lord Jesus. 


RAW a large outline map, and pin it 

on the blackboard; or give each child 
a small outline map, on which to mark 
the places mentioned in Paul’s life story. 
Nothing will impress it so well on their 
minds. 

Bring out the fact that even as a child . 
Paul was very religious (Acts 22: 3). Like 
us, he learned about God, but alas, he did 
not come to know God. Impress upon the 
children that knowing about a person is 
not the same as knowing him personally. 

There are many people who know quite 
a lot about the Lord Jesus. They call him, 
“Lord,” and call themselves “Christians,” 
but they have never come to him to have 
their sins blotted out by his precious blood, 
so they do not know him as their Sav- 
iour. Unless we know the Lord Jesus as 
our own Saviour, he will one day have 
to say to us, “Verily I say unto you, I 
know you not” (Matt. 25:12). 

Explain that we need not wait till we 
are grown-up, as Paul did, but can be saved 
in Sunday-school today, and then we can 
spend the rest of our lives in learning to 
know and love the Lord Jesus better. 

Read Acts 26:4-7a. What was “the 
promise made of God” which Paul speaks 
about? It was the promise of a Saviour. 
For hundreds of years the Jews had been 
expecting, and looking forward to, the 
coming of the Lord Jesus, and yet when he 
did come they did not recognize him, or 
believe on him; and finally, they crucified 
him. Why was it? Because they had not 
studied or obeyed God’s Word. It is 
through reading and obeying his Word 
(the Bible), and talking to him in prayer 
that we get to know the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Do you talk to the Lord Jesus in prayer, 
and let him talk to you through his Word? 

Bring out how wonderfully God uses 
those who really come to know him. Saul 
became the great apostle Paul, who wrote 
a quarter of the New Testament. -Our 
Memory Verse tells us that when he was 
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a boy, the Lord Jesus “increased in wis- 
dom and stature,’ and in favour with God 
and man” (Luke 2:52). It was because 
he was God’s Son, and also because he 
knew God his Father, and loved and obeyed 
him. Let us all ask the Lord Jesus to- 
day to become our Saviour, and teach us 
to know him so that he can use us, as he 
did Paul. 
Expression Work 


Illustrate what the Saviour did by show- 
ing the children a “wordless book.” The 
first page is black —our natural heart. The 
next page is red—the atoning blood of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. The third page is 
white — as God sees the heart cleansed by 
the precious Blood. Let the children look 
up Romans 3: 23; Revelation 1: 5b; and I 
John 1: 7b. 

York, Enc. 

we 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: How to start. 

Discussion: Name some of the things that 
would hinder a fellow (if he would let them) 
from being a clear-speaking witness for 
Jesus Christ today; and how may they be 
overcome? 


Objective: Ringing true for Christ. 











AY, fellows, let’s congratulate our- 

selves today upon the beginning of 
three months’ study of a great life: Paul 
the apostle. In the opinion of some, Paul 
stands first in his influence for good upon 
the world through all the generations that 
followed—even ahead of Moses, though 
he had 1,500 years the start of him. 

At any rate. we have before us the in- 
spiration of a great life, with thirteen weeks 
to study it. It is as though we were 
starting out on an expedition with a famous 
explorer. It is a high honor; it will be 
interesting and informing, for we_ shall 
be “close up” at all times, and we shall see 
how a truly great man meets his problems, 
his surprises, and his tasks as he journeys 
through a life that draws upon all the 
resources of his body, mind, and spirit. 

You, too, have a great life to live. Paul 
will help you immensely. 

And, fellows, it is a happy circumstance 
that in this first glimpse of the great 
warrior —this true “soldier of Jesus 
Christ” (2 Tim: 2:3) —we have one of 
his characteristic traits, which makes a 
good starting principle for any big life. 
It is Paul’s frank, outspoken way of deal- 
ing with facts, no matter what was the 
situation, no matter what personal danger 
he. was in, no matter to whom he was 
speaking. He spoke fearlessly and tried 
to hide nothing. If a fellow is doing right 
—acting on the square with God and 
his fellow man—he has nothing to. con- 
ceal. That tremendously clears the way 
for a real fight, where fighting counts. 

. Standing. on the steps of the Tower of 
Antonia, Paul bares his soul to. a blood- 
thirsty mob ‘that would like to kill him. 
He tells them that he is a Jew by birth, 
even as they. are Jews; that as a Jew he had 
made. a-serious mistake in discrediting the 
Lord, Jesus Christ-and persecuting his fol- 
lowers; that: Jesus Christ had met him on 
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the way to Damascus and that he (Paul) 
had fallen down before him and yielded 
his life to him. 

Now that was a hard thing to say to 
those fanatical Jews who hated the Lord 
Jesus with a bitter hatred; but he said it. 
And he said it so that none could mis- 
understand him. He did not mumble it; 
he did not tell it halfway, and he did not 
apologize for it (Rom. 1:16). 

Fellows, may this view of Paul today 
help us to speak plainly and fearlessly the 
truth —especially the truth about our 
Lord Christ. Once a dumb man was 
brought to Jesus for help, and the Lord 
touched his tongue with his finger, and 
the record is that “the string of his tongue 
was loosed, and he spake plain” (Mark 7: 
35). Let’s ask the Holy Spirit right now 
to enable us to speak with perfect clear- 
ness about Jesus Christ. “O Lord, touch 
my spirit, fill my heart, put thy finger 
upon my stammering, halting tongue, and 
make its language so definite, so simple, so 
true, that even little children may know 
what I am saying about Jesus Christ who 
saves me and who is ready to save all 
those -who come to God by him” (Heb. 
7s 2S). 

GreENsBORO, N. C. 


w 


Your Class of Girls 


By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Paul, the World’s Missionary: 
1. In Tarsus, in preparation. 
2. Your preparation — for what? 


OW seldom are we conscious of the 

preparation God is giving us for the 
work he has for us to find and do! Of 
course, having found this work, with cer- 
tainty we can and: often do follow a chosen 
course of preparation for it, but far more 
often do we find— under God’s sure guid- 
ance —that he is preparing us for some 
unknown service, through ways passing 
strange as we look back and see how mar- 
velously he has fitted preparation and work. 
Often these two kinds of preparation work 
together for good (as do all things if 
love of God rules the life) in fitting us 
for his service. 

Now, all your young girls are in the 
preparation period of their lives, consciously 
or unconsciously getting ready for — what? 
This study of Paul’s preparation for world- 
wide service as the first great missionary 
to the Gentiles ought, then, to interest and 
help them; though they will not fully 
appreciate all the wonderful ways of Provi- 
dence in that boyhood and youth until the 
Review lesson comes to them. Each les- 
son in this quarter ought to enlarge their 
comprehension of this. initial one. 

Neither can your girls grasp the full 
truth of.our general title for this series, 
“Paul, the World’s Missionary,” until they 
know far more about. him than most young 
Bible readers do. For Paul not only all 
but evangelized. the entire world (Roman) 
of his day, but. he remains till our day 
the greatest. exponent of .the missionary 
man, in motive, plan, achievement. Paul 
not only was, he is the world’s missionary, 
and: how well worth our best efforts in 
study ! 

The scattered passages used for our les- 
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son text for this week reveal almost all 
we can know with certainty about Paul’s 
early life — before his conversion to Chris- 
tianity. Note that every one of them is a 
quotation from his own conversations in 
later years, giving what he evidently con- 
sidered the salient points about himself as 
an individual. 

Can you not show your girls how each 
one of these few known facts fits into 
God’s scheme for the preparation of a world 
missionary — the situation of his home, his 
birth and family rearing, unavoidable con- 
tacts in such a city, language training, re- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of The Little Jets Telling Bible Stories“ 
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ligious education under Jerusalem’s “flower 
of the law” (Gamaliel), Roman citizen- 
ship, and so on? 

Close with the question: Are you set- 
ting at naught any of the facts or factors 
in your preparation for what God may 
have planned for you? 


Home Study 


Let us read Paul’s letters this quarter, 
that we may know him better, and through 
him his Christ. This week read the last 
one he ever wrote, 2 Timothy, revealing his 
great heart of love and his unconquerable 
faith. 


Decatur, GA. 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
thou hast ever prepared thy servants for their 
tasks by ways that they knew not. We thank 
thee for what thy Word records of the life 
of the apostle Paul. We would enter more 
fully into the events of that marvelous life, 
as the coming weeks unfold in our Bible study 
the wonderful story of thy sufficient grace at 
work in a life consecrated to thee. As we learn 
of the spread of the Gospel in the days of the 
early Church, may we realize that there is 
still a world-wide work to be done in giving 
the Gospel to those who have not heard the 
Good News, and in this. may we do our 
part. In the name of the Lord Jesus we pray. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—We begin today a 
three-months’ study of the life of Paul, 
the great apostle. The several passages 
from the Book of Acts give us many facts 
about him. What was his home city? 





SAUL AT SCHOOL 


A FAITHFUL Wenkker 
PAUL IN SERVICE 











Yes, Tarsus. Of what nation was he a 
citizen? Yes, Roman. And what famous 
Jewish teacher was Paul’s teacher? Yes, 
Gamaliel. You see in part what prepara- 
tion he had, until, as we shall learn in 
next week’s lesson, he was brought to 
Christ on the Damascus road. He was 
just Saul of Tarsus, at first. But he be- 
came a new man. in Christ Jesus, and 
Paul was his new name. Is God in his 
plan for your life preparing you for his 
service? Will you let him lead you as he 
will? There could be no greater work for 
any of us than to do what God wants us 
to do. Let us ask him to show us his will, 
and to enable us to do it. Let us pray. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





MateriaAL: A boy with ar armful 
of schoolbooks. 











HIS boy is all ready for school. Tell 
me, Why do you go to school? 

Oh, because your parents make you go! 
Then, why do they make you go? To get 
an education. One more question, What 
is an education? It is the preparation for 
living. It is tragic indeed that most of 
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our boasted education is not true education, 
because it leaves out God; much of it 
even denying God’s existence. 

Once upon a time, Saul of Tarsus was 
a schoolboy just like this fellow. He was 


dressed differently, and he spoke a dif- 


ferent language, and his studies were a bit 
different, but he was a boy just the same 
at heart, and he was preparing for life. 
He was a good student, applying himself 
diligently. 

As a Jewish lad, he was taught the 
Scriptures. He learned all he could about 
God, and he loved God. He was very 
zealous in his worship. He had used all 
his opportunities, and when Jesus Christ 
spoke to him on the Damascus road, he 
was ready to listen, and yield his life to 
him. And he needed all this preparation 
he had, every bit of it, for the life he was 
to live. 

Are you making the most of your oppor- 
tunities in education, both in school and 
in church and Bible school? Are you 
studying to show yourself “approved unto 
God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of 
truth” ? 


Monesto, CAL, 
we 


Answers to This Week's Test 
(On the lesson for October 1) 
Tarsus (Acts 21:39). 
Benjamin (Phil. 3:5). 
Cilicia (Acts 21:39). 
Jerusalem (Acts 22: 3). 
Gamaliel (Acts 22:3). 
Pharisee (Acts 26:5). 
Persecution (Phil. 3:6). 
Roman (Acts 22:27). 
Jews (Acts 26:7). 
Agrippa (Acts 26:7). 
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An Acrostic on the 
Fourth Quarter's Lessons 


By Leslie E. Dunkin 


HE following acrostic is composed of 

the key thought of each Sunday-school 
lesson during the coming Fourth Quarter 
in regular order, so that the acrostic itself 
contains the key thought of the entire quar- 
ter. 


Lesson 
C alled to Prepared Service ..... I 
H eard Christ’s Call to Salvation. 2 
R espected the Gospel of Christ .. 3 
i nto All the World ....<.. 6.08 4 
S trong from Right Living ..... 5 
T enderhearted toward All...... ea 3 
I nto Christ by Believing Faith . 4 
A nchored in Christ ...:......... 8 
N othing But a Crucified Christ .. 9 
F aithful in Persecutions ........ 10 
A ctuated by a Clear Conscience . 11 
Intensely -Earnest ............0- 12 
T empered by Christian Love .... 13 
H appy to the End ......... peees YER 


RemincTon, Inp. 
Fe 
CurisTIAN YoutH is the Times weekly 
paper for young people. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











Oct. 8 What Should a Present-Day Church 
Be Doing? 2 Tim. 4: 1-5. 





Sunday, October 1 


Why Should All Christians Be Church 
Members? (1 Cor. 12 : 25-27) 


(Consecration meeting) 





Mon.—Because the church is His body (1 
Cor. 12 : 27-31). 

Tues.—We need to be taught (Eph. 4 : 11-16). 

Wed.—We need discipline (Matt. 18 : 15-20). 

Thurs.—We need inspiration (Heb. 10 : 23- 


25). 
Fri.—We need guidance (Acts 20 : 28-35). 
Sat.—Church is our Father’s house. (2 Cor. 
6 : 14-18). 











Should we join the church because our people 
belong there? Why? 


How does the church help people to live 
better lives? 


Why did we join the church? 


YOUNG man who had been a Chris- 
tian for some little time, but who had 
not joined a church, finally appeared at 
the meeting one evening. When the in- 
vitation was given to unite with the church, 


he stepped forward and indicated his de- 


sire to unite. 

Later, in talking with him, the pastor 
expressed his pleasure in the step he had 
taken. The young man replied, “I had not 
made up my mind to join when I came to 
the meeting tonight. But while you were 
talking, I thought it was just like buying 
a ticket to Chicago, and then riding on 
the platform. I thought I might as well 
go inside.” 

4 


The Bible has nothing to say concern- 
ing churches as denominations. But it has 
a great deal to say about the Church, mean- 
ing the whole body of believers. 

It tells us that the Church is the body 
of Christ (1 Cor. 12: 27-31). 

It tells us that we are knit together into 
one whole (Eph, 2: 19-22). 

It tells us that the mystical body of 
Christ, which is made up of all believers, 
receives direction and control from him who 
is the head. 

We learn, too, that we become members 
of his body, the moment we accept the Lord 
Jesus as our Saviour (John 1:12, 13). 

4 

However, for convenience and because 
of various differences on points of doctrine, 
men have organized into various groups, 
which we know by their denominational 
name. Since there are a number of Prot- 
estant denominations, each person has the 
opportunity to decide for himself which 
church to join, 


As one of our topic questions suggests, 
some join a church denomination because 
their people belong to that particular one. 


This is reasonable, provided the one join-- 


ing understands what his denomination 
stands for and accepts whole-heartedly and 
fully that view of the Scriptures and of 
worship. In case our convictions differ from 
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Lesson for October 1 


those of our parents, it may be better for 
us quietly to yield to their wishes in the 
matter of our church home, unless such 
yielding involves the violation of a heart- 
felt conviction. God can and will guide us 
in these matters if we take them to him. 


ye 

But why join a church at all? How 
does it help people to live better lives? 
asks one.of our topic questions. The church 
is the place where we may hear God’s 
Word explained and taught; where we may 
receive inspiration from other. Christians ; 
where we inay go in obedience to God’s 
command, not to forsake “the assembling 
of ourselves together, as the manner of 
some is” (Heb. 10:25); where we may 
find others who will unite in prayer with 
us; where we may go to partake of the 
Lord’s Supper in obedience to his com- 
mand, “This do in remembrance of me” 
(Luke 22:19). It is the place where we 
may lend our support most effectively to 
Christian enterprises and to the furtherance 
of the preaching of the Gospel. 

ye 

But church membership is not enough. 
It should be the normal result of having 
accepted Christ as our Saviour. Let us 
ask ourselves the question then, “Just why 
did I join church? Was it because others 
were doing it, or because my family all 
belonged to ‘that particular church, or be- 
cause it seemed to be the thing to do? Was 
it really the result of my having accepted 
Christ?” If we cannot answer this last 
question in the affirmative, let us not lose 
any time in straightening out our church 
membership by a clear-cut and whole- 
hearted acceptance of the Lord Jesus, and 
by telling him that we want to serve hira 
and follow him. 

PHILADELPHIA. 


[ Children at Home 








Jimmy's Exchange 
By Dr. Harriet Bailey Clark , 


6c UMMY,” said Jimmy, “if I give this 
pain to God, what will he give me 
back?” 

As his mother looked slightly puzzled, 
Jimmy explained: “When somebody gives 
me something, I always give something 
back,” ‘he said. 

“What would you like him to give you?” 
she asked, lifting the sheet a bit so it would 
not lie heavy on the weighted limb, for 
Jimmy had broken his leg and wrenched 
his muscles by a bad fall. 

“You said to give the pain to him; would 
he give me a nice long nap if the pain 
was gone?” 

“I believe he would, Jimmy,” said his 
mother, winking back the tears. Jimmy 
had been so patient through this long day. 

“All right; here goes,” and Jimmy closed 
his eyes with the blue shadows deep under 
them, and clenched his hands as he whis- 
pered his fervent prayer. Then he said: 
“I’ve done my part; you pray, too, Mum- 
mie. I don’t like this pain one little bit.” 

“‘God is our refuge and strength, a very 
present help in trouble,’” said his mother. 
Then she prayed, “Dear Father, honor my 
boy’s faith, and in thy love and power give 
him relief from pain.” 
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THE SCROLL OF THE LAW 


The most sacred thing in Judaism. 


Christ read His 


introductory message from the Scroll in the Synagogue. 


We want you to read THE CHOSEN PEOPLE, 
edited by Ex-Rabbi Leopold Cohn and loved by 
many Bible students for its helpful information on 
prophecy’ and the Jews. 
of the world-wide activities of the American Board of 
Missions to the Jews, Inc. 


Also, the life story of Mr. Cohn, written by himself 
in a sixty-page booklet. Jews are really accepting the 
Lord Jesus Christ. ‘ 


The price of the Scrolt is 50 cents, and THE 
CHOSEN PEOPLE is 50 cents a year. 

Cohn’s autobiography is 30 cents. Send 

and we will mail you ALL and enter 
a year's subscription for THE CHOS 
if not satished 
— Picture is one-fifth actual size of scroll we 
wil 


It gives you inspiring reports 


Mr. 
us $1.00 
our name for 

PEOPLE; 


we'll return your money without a 


you. 


AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS TO THE JEWS, INC. 


27 THROOP AVENUE 


BROOKLYN, NEW YORK 


Ask for our free booklet on Jewish Mission Annuity Bonds 











A. SCHMITTHEN: 


Treasurer 





NEW EMPHASIZED, ILLUSTRATED POCKET EDITION 


Book of Acts 


$3.00 per 100. Just like our Gospels of Mark and John. Fine for Personal 
Work. With A.B.C. of the Gospel according to Acts, Decision Form in back ! 


AMERICAN 
NER SCRIPTURE GIFT MISSION 
119 S. 4th St.. Phila. Pa. 


Now needed for Sunday School 
Lessons. Only 3 cents each, or 


WM. H. RICHIE 
Executive Secretary 














Presently Jimmy said: “That old leg 
feels better, Mummie. If God will give me 
a little nap I’ll be so glad. He'll be good 
to me, won’t he?” 

“Indeed he will, my boy. All my life 
he has been giving me good things for bad. 
He has taken away my fears and given 
me peace and joy. He took away Dad’s 
bad job down. in that basement where he 
was coughing all the time, and gave him 
that gardener’s job out in the sunshine. I 
have learned to give my doubts and dis- 
couragements to him, and he gives me faith 
and hope. He gives us a clean heart instead 
of a sinful one when we give ourselves to 
him. He has given me a well body instead 
of the sick one I used to have. He cer- 
tainly gives us more than we deserve when 
we give ourselves to him.” 

“I’m getting sleepy, Mummie. God is 
good to me. I’m going to do what he wants 
me to do, and be a better boy after this.” 


Attamont, N, Y. 
ye 


The Bible Mastery Campaign 


OR the past four years the Presbytery 

of Seattle, Wash., has conducted the 
Bible Mastery Campaign in October. The 
Gospel of John has been chosen for this 
year’s reading, and those who enter the 
campaign sign the following committal: 
“Trusting in God for strength, I will try 
to read in the Gospel of John, at least a 
chapter a day, completing the whole Gos- 
pel once a week, in October, 1933.” 

John’s Gospel, because of its character 
and aim (20:31) is peculiarly fitted for 
evangelism, and the printed matter issued 
by the campaign has this in view. There 


is a leaflet, with a “committal,” explaining 
the campaign; a committal card for five 
signatures, for canvassers’ use; and a “chal- 
lenge leaflet” to insert in inexpensive edi- 
tions of the Gospel of John. There are 
several ways of conducting the campaign, 
and in past years such campaigns have 
proved of great value to many churches. 

The printed matter or any further in- 
formation may be obtained by sending a 
self-addressed and stamped envelope to the 
Bible Mastery Campaign, 2666 Thirty-sev- 
enth Avenue, S. W., Seattle, Wash. 


Mrs. Clarke's Books and | 
Tracts for Children 


AARENTS and Sunday-school teachers 

will be glad to know of the Gospel 
books and tracts written by Mrs. Edith‘ 
Goreham Clarke, who writes the regular 
lesson article, “For Primary Teachers,” 
in THE Sunpay ScHoot Times. There 
are three books, “Sand or Rock?” “Lad- 
ders Reaching to the Happy Land,” and 
“Annie and the Knives,” consisting of sim- 
ple, brief talks to children and interesting 
anecdotes, suitable for Sunday afternoon 
reading or the story hour in Sunday-school. 
These are 25 cents each, postpaid. 

Mrs. Clarke has also written tracts, with 
Bible texts in large outlined letters to be 
filled in by the children with water colors. 
She has also thirty-six “Letters,” or brief 
talks, to children. The tracts and the 
“Letters” together may be had for 25 cents 
postpaid. All orders should be sent to 
Mrs. Edith Goreham Clarke, 3 Western » 
Court, Branksome Park, Bournemouth, — 
England. 
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Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 
(Concluded from page 584) 


a curse sin is, and can tell the only remedy 
for its cure. If Satan can wreck your 
usefulness by the memory of that black 
past, he will take a peculiar delight in 
doing it, but you are a child of God and 
have power from Heaven to walk with 
God every moment of your life. You need 
never be overcome by any memory, and 
have but one thing to consider, and that 
is to rejoice that you are made a “new 
creature” in Christ Jesus. Remember you 
are not “redeemed with corruptible things 
. .. but with the precious blood of Christ” 
(zg Pet. 1:18, 19). 

You are listening entirely too much to 
Satan’s suggestions, and if he can, he 
will wreck your life with the memory of 
the past; but you must take the Word of 
God and use it constantly, so that Satan 
may not spoil your life by reminding you 
of the things into which he led you. Cut 
loose from it all and thank God you are 
FREE! Let Satan know that “there is 
therefore now no condemnation to them 
which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not 
after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” Read 
over and over again that eighth chapter 
of Romans, and come to a positive stand 
against your arch enemy. He must be 
downed with the wonderful and great 
power which is in Christ Jesus, and which 
is at your hand. Oh, my child, rejoice 
that all is covered by the blood, and with 
your Lord take the ground that your sins 
are remembered no more (Heb. 10:17). 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


September 25 to October 1 

Mon.—Acts 22 : 1-3, 27, 28. Saul Born in Tarsus. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Saul addressed 
his infuriated countrymen in their mother 
tongue — Hebrew. Thus he quieted them 
in preparation for the story of his life. “TI 
am...aman...a Jew, born in Tarsus.” 
His social position was thus stated. 
“Brought up in this city [Jerusalem] at 
the feet of Gamaliel.” Here he declares 
his ecclesiastical position. Paul’s good birth 
and training without the grace of God 
made his life, before conversion, spiritually 
harmful. Pray for the Spirit of grace and 
supplication upon every member of our 
Family Worship group. To assist in their 
prayers for God’s people a round-the-world 
prayer cycie will be given in this column 
during October. 


Tues.—Philippians 3 : 1-6. 
Saul’s Religious Training. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Paul had great 
scholastic and religious attainments. “If 
any other man thinketh that he hath 
whereof he might trust in the flesh, I 
more.” He names seven points of fleshly 
excellency: parentage, lineage, heritage, 
privilege, knowledge, courage, homage. But 
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what things were gain those he counted 
loss for Christ, of whom also he mentions 
seven infinite excellencies. Paul’s personal 
ambition was forever surrendered. His 
spiritual passion is summed up in one 
word —Curist. Pray for participants in 
the round-the-world prayer cycle for our 
readers, which commences October 1. 


Wed.—Judges 13 : 8-14. 
Hebrew Parents’ Love for Children. 
PraYER SUGGESTIONS: The advent of a 
child is intimately connected with God’s 
purposes and actions, Hebrew parents 
sensed this fact more than parents of our 
time. To them, children were a heritage 
from the Lord: They were a gift of God. 
They did not divorce God from “nature.” 
Samson’s parents’ anxiety for a son brought 
both divine communications and supernatu- 
ral hopes. The appearance of a life to 
fulfill a divine purpose is one of the high- 
est honors God can bestow upon Christian 
parents. Pray that the fondness and care 
Christian parents have for children may 
lead to a deeper spiritual preparation for 
the duties of Christian parenthood. 


Thurs.—Deuteronomy 6 : 1-9. 
Religious Traini € ded 


PraYER SuGGESTIONS: God taught Israel 
in the wilderness by the hand of Moses 
that they should do His commandments and 
teach them diligently to their children. 
This is the only kind of instruction that 
has the blessing of God. If children are 
not trained in moral principles by parents 
who exemplify those principles, they will 
imbibe from others those which are false. 
God has expressly charged parents to edu- 
cate their children religiously. No parent 
can look up to God and claim to have done 
his best if he has turned over the educa- 
tion of his child to an irreligious instructor. 
Pray for the opening of parents’ eyes to 
see that God holds them responsible for the 
religious education of their children. 








Fri.—1 Samuel 1 : 21-28. 
A Hebrew Boy Dedicated to God. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Samuel — “asked 
of the Lord” — was dedicated to God. God’s 
answer to Hannah’s prayer had _ been 
prompt, clear, and definite. The infant 
Levite was lent to the Lord “as long as 
he liveth.” The privilege of a joyful self- 
dedication to God falls to every individual 
child of God. A life wholly yielded to the 
Lord Jesus will be a God-glorifying outlet 
for the ministry of the Spirit of God 
which in this world is as a stream of liv- 
ing water proceeding from the throne of 
God and the Lamb. Pray that Christian 
parents may teke the Bible way of teach- 
ing their children correct views of sin. 


Sat.—Proverbs 2 : 1-10. 
The Lord Giveth Wisdom. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: The Lord giveth 
wisdom through the Word. The hearing 
ear, the praying lips, the diligent searcher 
shall have wisdom. “Salvation is by grace, 
but a knowledge of the Scriptures is by 
labor.” The Lord gives wisdom, but we 
must gather: it by prayerful meditation, 
and seek with it spiritual illumination, or 
we shail be like the sluggard who desireth 
only and hath nothing. The neglect of 
the Word is inexcusable. “God’s Word 
will keep us from sin, or sin will keep 
us from God’s Word.” Pray that you 
may give yourself more to meditation on 
the Scriptures, which enables you to make 
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God’s Word your own and makes for true 
Christian character. 
Sun.—Psalm 119 : 9-16. 
The Influence of God’s Word. 
Prayer Succestions: God’s Word has 
its own proper influence. What this is 
in young lives is briefly stated in the text. 
It cleanses the way, keeps the young life 
from wandering from the commandments, 
and when hid in the heart keeps the life 
from sin. Habitual meditation on God’s 
Word is a definite means of present and 
eternal well-being. Pray for missionaries 
and people in Micronesia (Japanese Man- 
date), including Pelew, Carolines, Marshall, 
and the Ratack and Ralix chains of islands. 


A BIBLE MEMORY 
COURSE (by Mail) 
20 lessons—20 tests—only $2.00 


Learn to remember where it is in your Bible. 


Enter this profitable class now. Lessons and 
examinations begin SEPTEMBER 30, in the 


RADIO PREACHER MAGAZINE 


For further particulars address : 


THE KANSAS CITY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
426 Gladstone Blvd. KANSAS CITY, MO. 


INEXPENSIVE — EFFECTIVE 
RALLY DAY 
Send for free sample service entitled ‘‘ LIGHTING 
THE WORL 


E D.”” A complete program, READY 7O 
USE WITHOUT REHEARS SA sie THE THEME IS 


LIGHT. Primary, Junior, Adult re beni 50 
the hundred, Das Paid. a ” 


RALLY DAY HELPER NO. 1 
Recitations, Exercises and Songs, also an easy pageant. 
75 selections, 25 cents. No returnable samples sent. 


HALL - MACK CO., 21st & Arch Steets, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Subscription Rates 

The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old 
or new subscribers, in 
the United States and 
Possessions. These rates 
include postage. 

$2—One copy, or any- 
number of copies less 
than five, $2 each, per 
year. One copy, five 
years, $7.50. 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 


CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

For Canadian subscriptions add 25 cents for 
postage to these rates; for foreign subscrip- 
tions add 50 cents for postage. 


Christian Youth 
Christian Youth is published weekly 
at the following rates, payable in ad- 
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